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Dec. 22, 1994
MONTANA COMMITTEE FOR THE HUMANITIES ELECTS NEW BOARD MEMBERS 
MISSOULA-
The Montana Committee for the Humanities, headquartered at The University of Montana, 
elected four new members to its governing board at the committee's December 2-3 meeting in 
Billings.
Tom Elliott of Grass Range, Stephen Fenter of Billings, Valerie Gager ol Helena and Janet 
McMillan of Lame Deer will begin four-year terms January 1.
The committee, an affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities that provides 
grants and services for public programs in the humanities, also re-elected Jamie Doggett oi White 
Sulphur Springs as chair, and elected Greg Hirst of Wolf Point vice chair.
Elliott, a published poet, short story writer and author of various public radio commentaries, 
is one of three public members elected to the committee. He is pan-owner and general manager of 
the N-Bar Ranch in Grass Range, a 48,000-acre diversified farming and ranching operation. He is 
also president of Elliott Management Co., and has worked in all phases of oil and gas exploration 
and production. Elliott earned a master’s degree of business administration from Duke University
in 1976.
Fenter, also elected public member of the committee, is vice president and manager of 
investments at First Trust Company of Montana in Billings. He serves on the boards of directors of 
Parmly Billings Library, the Boys Club of Billings and Planned Parenthood of Billings, and he has
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served as chairman of the Montana Welfare Study Task Force. Fenter earned a bachelor s degree 
in history and political science from UM in 1964.
Gager, director of the Honors Scholars Program at Carroll College in Helena, was elected 
academic committee member. Gager recently earned a doctorate from the Shakespeare Institute of 
the University of Birmingham, England, and has taught at Marlboro College in Vermont. She 
chairs the Community Service Council for the Montana Campus Compact, and is a symphony 
review columnist for the Helena Independent Record. Gager worked in the marketing department 
of TIME Inc. in Wisconsin before moving to Montana.
McMillan, also elected as a public member of the committee, is the juvenile judge for the 
Northern Cheyenne Tribal Court. A graduate of UM’s Law School, she served as a legal intern for 
the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribal prosecutor’s office. She also has volunteered for 
Literacy Volunteers of America and the Suicide Prevention Center in Los Angeles.
Elected to a third term as committee chair, Doggett is a rancher and vice chair of the 
Montana Federation of Republican Women. She and her husband ranch in Meagher County.
Greg Hirst, the committee’s vice chair, is an enrolled member of the Blackfeet tribe. He has 
taught at Blackfeet Community College and Fort Peck Community College.
Members whose terms are expiring are Tim Bemardis of Crow Agency, Judy Browning of 
Helena, William Chaloupka of Missoula and David Kamos of Billings.
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